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20 July 1962

Henorable J, W, Fulbright
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washington 25, D.G.

Dear Senstor Fulbright:

You have requested comment on S, 2726 "A BILL To
provide for the establishment of a Citizens' Council for the
Spread of Freedom."

It is noted that ameng the powers enumerated for
the Council is the authority to secure directly from any
department or agency information deemed necessary by the
Council to carry out its functions. The proposal also directs
the furnishing of such information by the agency having
possession of it. No distinction is made between classified
and unclassified information, Demand for release of infor -~
mation by the Central Intelligence Agency under the authority
of the proposed legislation would conflict with the statutory
responsibilities of the Director of Central Intelligence for
the protection of intelligence sources and methods, which
i{s set forth in section 102{d){3) of the National Security Act
of 1947, as amended, and could give rise te serious security
objections.

The prime thrust of this lagislation, however, involves
matters which are not directly within the purview of this Agency,
Consequently, I feel that further specific comment on the
substantive matters set forth in the Bill would not be appropriate,
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The Surcas of the Eudget bas advised that &t bas mo
ohjiction to the submission of this report from the standpoint
of the Adenisdeirstion’s program,

idncarsly,

(Signed) JOHN A. McCONE

Jokm A, MeConn
Dlrector
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR

Review by the DD/I, OTR and CA Staff of
the attached proposed legislation for the establish-
ment of a Citizens' Council for the apread of
freedom has indicated some opposition to the
proposal. However, since it is one which will
eparate outside Government channels, I do not

- Tecommend we take exception other than
that authority in such a Council to demand and
receive information from thig Agency could raise
serious security objections,
Formal Bureau of the Budget approval
has been given, ‘

Lawtme?é. Houston /7 fo 7 /5L
General Counsel (DATE)
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